CALL FOR

PAPERS

SEMINAR QUALITY OF
DEMOCRACY: NEW
RESEACH AGENDA

Santiago de Chile,
September 14th and 15th, 2016

The development of democratic quality in Latin America displays a mixed record. Latin
Americans today live in freer and more democratic countries than ever before, nearly all
Latin American countries have resumed a growth path and most governments are go-
verning more effective than their predecessors did (see e.g. Dominguez 2013). At the
same time, scholars state a persistently low quality of democracy across a large number
of countries (Mainwaring/Pérez-Lindan 2015). Actually, a closer look on the state of qua-
lity of democracy in Latin America uncovers a variety of quality of democracy (see
ibidem): First, we find an erosion of democracy in Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador and Nica-
ragua as well as in the only country that experienced a military coup after 1990, namely
Honduras. Second, there are cases of democratic stagnation like Colombia, Guatemala,
Haiti and Paraguay. Third, a group of countries to which belong important players like
Brazil, Argentina and Mexico are stable but yield shortcomings. Finally, high quality de-
mocracies can be found in Costa Rica, Chile and Uruguay. This rough overview shows
that a) although the democratic quality of the Latin American continent in tout reflects
a higher level, not every country experienced a linear development towards more de-
mocratic quality, and that b) there also can be observed regressive developments
towards more authoritarian rule and practices like in Venezuela.

The planed Seminar on “Quality of democracy in Latin America” aims at bringing toge-

ther scholars in order to discuss theoretical as well as empirical challenges in the study

of Latin American democratic quality. Contributions should relate to the exposed ques-

tions in single case or comparative studies or should address theoretical or methodolo-

gical challenges regarding the study of quality of democracy in Latin America. The pro-
posals should register in three items:

a) Democratic theory,
b) Methodology about quality of democracy,
¢) Empirical research of democracies.

DeadLine: may 31th

More info: qdworkshopchile@gmail.com
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CALIDAD DE LA
DEMOCRACIA
NUEVA AGENDA
DE INVESTIGACION

Santiago de Chile, 14 y 15
de septiembre de 2016

O

La investigacion sobre la Calidad de la Democracia ha ido ga-
nando terreno en las ultimas dos décadas tanto desde el punto
de vista tedrico como en la investigacion empirica. Desde dis-
tintas latitudes la preocupacion por la “democraticidad” de los
regimenes democraticos ha ido concentrando mayor interés
por la investigacion, lo que ha propiciado la generacion de
grupos de investigacion ad- hoc en asociaciones cientificas de
alcance nacional, regional y mundial.
Considerando esta realidad, se propone la realizacion de un
seminario que logre reunir a los miembros de los distintos
grupos de trabajo existentes en AMECIP, Red de Estudios
sobre Calidad de la Democracia en América Latina, ALACIP e
IPSA, asi como a los investigadores interesados en profundizar
y discutir las agendas existentes, para buscar orientaciones y
espacios comunes para la reflexion.
La actividad propuesta se realizara los dias 14 y 15 de septiem-
bre de 2016 en las dependencias de FLACSO- Chile y la Funda-
cion Chile 21, que para estos efectos oficiaran como anfitrio-
nes. El workshop se organizara en base a tres ejes tematicos:

1. Teoria democratica
2. Metodologia sobre la calidad democratica
3. Investigaciones empiricas sobre las democracias

Cierre de envio de resiimenes: 31 de mayo

Mas informacion: gdworkshopchile@gmail.com
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