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China's New Silk Road Initiative (Belt and Road initiative, BRI) has been spinning its logistical and infrastructural 

web around the world since 2013. Massive infrastructural investments in tracks and roads as well as in the 

agricultural and energy sector and logistical centers were made in over 50 countries in Eurasia, a continent made 

of Europe and Asia that ranges from the Philippines to Portugal, from Norway to Uzbekistan, and Turkey to 

Russia. BRI is a central component of Chinese investment policies that have affected core public policy areas in 

over 100 countries in the world. 

By this, BRI has penetrated the political regimes, affecting autocracies and strong, weak, and failed democracies 

alike. BRI has triggered not only state authorities’ responses, but also significant reactions from business, civil 

society and other non-state actors. BRI has thus become both a curse and blessing for societies and political 

regimes along the ‘New Silk Road’. It has led to an increase in organized crime, with local warlords benefitting 

from illicit activities, and has infringed labor standards and human rights; on the other hand, new transnational 

cooperation, start-ups and economic regulations also emerged thanks to those massive investments. On the 

political level, citizen participation has increased, protest movements have been formed, and local authorities 

have voiced their concerns. BRI has triggered resistance among civil society and governments and contributed to 

regime transformation in the region. Autocratic China has hence become an unwilling reformer for those societies. 

Almost a decade after the official launch of BRI, this workshop will assess its political implications. Contributors 

are asked to discuss the impact that BRI has had, willingly or not, on democratization or autocratization processes 

in the countries and societies that it invested in, ranging from Europe to the Middle East, Central Asia, and 

Southeast Asia. While the main focus of the workshop will be on the impact of BRI on political regimes in 

Eurasia, proposals analyzing China`s role in autocratization and democratization in other world regions as well 

as from a theoretical-conceptual perspective are also welcome.  

Researchers wishing to contribute to the 2021 RC34 International Workshop are invited to submit a paper 

proposal. Proposals (max. 500 words) should be sent both to: 

Brigitte Weiffen, Senior Lecturer, The Open University, Milton Keynes (from 1 September 2020): 

brigitte.weiffen@uni-konstanz.de; and Anja Mihr, DAAD Associate Professor, OSCE Academy Bishkek:  

a.mihr@osce-academy.net 

Final date for submission: 30 September 2020 

Notice of acceptance: 30 October 2020 

The workshop will be held at the OSCE Academy Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (http://www.osce-academy.net). This 

workshop will provide the opportunity to participate remotely/via teleconferencing in case of travel restrictions 

or lack of funding.  

Please note that accepted participants are expected to commit to full, active attendance of all panel sessions and 

discussions throughout the three days of the workshop, in addition to their own paper presentation. 

Participants in the 2021 RC34 International Workshop are expected to cover all personal travel expenses. 

Limited travel grants might be available to help covering air fare and accommodation costs of some 

participants (particularly, scholars from Central Asia).  
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